
Appendix 1 

 

Dear Helen Ashby (PI), 

cc: Diane Wake (CEO); Julian Hobbs (Medical Director) 

Following the roll-out of vaccinations among healthcare workers, SIREN will be leading the 

way in providing estimates of vaccine effectiveness. 

 

One of SIREN’s current priorities is to maximise recruitment and ensure insights into vaccine 

effectiveness are as robust as possible.  This is particularly important for groups that are 

currently underrepresented; non-clinical support workers, males and people from ethnic 

minority backgrounds. 

 

Your site has been identified as a one of SIREN’s most successful recruiters.   

 

Currently, almost 1% of all SIREN participants have been recruited from The Dudley Group 

NHS Foundation Trust.  Nearly 17% of your participants identify as male, 13% indicate they 

are from an ethnic minority background, and 0.3% work in non-clinical support roles. 

 

As one of SIREN’s leading recruiters, we would like to discuss the potential to expand 

recruitment at your site and strengthen the SIREN cohort by increasing representation 

among minority groups.  We are keen to learn from your success, understand what 

increasing recruitment would mean for you and work with you to explore options to expand 

your participation.   

 

The recruitment phase will close on 31 March, so please contact SIREN@PHE.gov.uk to set 

up a convenient time for a discussion. Alternatively, a research associate from the SIREN 

team will be in touch soon. 

 

Thank you for your continued contribution to SIREN, 

 

Dr Susan Hopkins 
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