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Ref: FOI-000331 
 
Date: 8/11/23 
 
Address / Email:  
 
Dear  
 
Request Under Freedom of Information Act 2000 
 
Thank you for requesting information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
 
Request 
 
Can I request the number of patient safety incidents that resulted in a severe or death degree of harm to the 
patients (as defined by NHS England here) and what month and year they took place from 2010 to present 
please.  
  
Can I also have these as two separate figures - one for severe and one for death - and a figure of how many 
deaths there were in total as an incident can refer to more than one death. 
 
Response 
 
Our database only has the information from April 2016 so this is the date range that has been used. 
 
The Trust has provided a total figure by year and not by month. 
 
As per NHS Digital rules the Trust does not publish numbers lower than 5 as this could lead to the identification 
of the persons involved and cause distress to Families or Friends, and the monthly figures are all lower than 5 so 
Exemption Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act is applied. 
 
Also where the figure for the year is less than 5 this is indicated by <5. 
 

Severe 
April to December 2016 = 15 
January to December 2017 = 14 
January to December 2018 = 16 
January to December 2019 = 9 
January to December 2020 = 21 
January to December 2021 = 21 
January to December 2022 = 18 
January to October 2023 = 13 

 
Death, this includes avoidable & non avoidable deaths 
April to December 2016 = <5 

Trust Headquarters 
Russell’s Hall Hospital 
Dudley 
West Midlands 
DY1 2HQ 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.england.nhs.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F10%2FNRLS_Degree_of_harm_FAQs_-_final_v1.1.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cdgft.foi%40nhs.net%7C79c2e65aa17b452ff1cf08dbd0a65758%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638333185208214249%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BudUiborWELlbLYABXtdAXg8C3gmWkQXmOuI3lGMWkM%3D&reserved=0
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January to December 2017 = 7 
January to December 2018 = 9 
January to December 2019 = 6 
January to December 2020 = 7 
January to December 2021 = 7 
January to December 2022 = <5 
January to October 19/10/2023 = 10 

 
 
 
If you are dissatisfied with our response, you have the right to appeal in line with guidance from the 
Information Commissioner. In the first instance you may contact the Information Governance Manager 
of the Trust. 
 
Information Governance Manager 
Trust Headquarters 
Russell’s Hall Hospital 
Dudley 
West Midlands 
DY1 2HQ 
Email: dgft.dpo@nhs.net  
 
Should you disagree with the contents of our response to your appeal, you have the right to appeal to 
the Information Commissioners Office at. 
 
Information Commissioners Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
Tel: 0303 123 1113 
www.ico.org.uk 
 
If you require further clarification, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
Freedom of Information Team  
The Dudley Group NHS Foundation Trust 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dgft.dpo@nhs.net
http://www.ico.org.uk/

